17 Martyrs of Laos

1. Fr. Joseph Tien, Laos 5/12/1918, + Muang Xoi (Sam Neua) 2/6/1954 educated in Vietnam, first
Laotian
martyr
2. Fr. Jean-Baptiste Malo, M.E.P., Nantes (F) 1899, + Ha Tinh (Vietnam) 1954
missionary to China and Laos
3. Fr. René Dubroux, M.E.P., Lorraine (F) 1914, + Palay (Champasak) 1959
4. Catechist Paul Thoj Xyooj, Laos 1941, + Muang Kasy (Luang Prabang)1960
first Hmong missionary and martyr
5. Fr. Mario Borzaga, O.M.l., Trent 1932, + Muang Kasy (Luang Prab.) 1960
6. Fr. Louis Leroy, O.M.I., Normandy 1923, + Ban Pha (Xieng Khouang) 1961
7. Fr. Michel Coquelet, O.M.I., France 1931, + Sop Xieng (Xieng Kh.) 1961
8. Catechist Joseph Outhay, Thailand 1933, + Savannakhet 1961
9. Fr. Noël Tenaud, M.E.R, Vendée (France)1904, + Savannakhet 1961
10. Fr. Vincent L’Hénoret, O.M.l., Bretagne 1921, + Ban Ban (Xieng Kh.)1961
11. Fr. Marcel Denis, M.E.P., Aten9on (France) 1919, + Khammouane 1961
12. Fr. Jean Wauthier, O.M.l., France 1926, + Ban Na (Xieng Khouang) 1967
13. Thomas Khampheuane, Laos 1952, + Paksong (Champasak) 1968
first Laven martyr
14. Fr. Lucien Galan, M.E.P., France 1921, + Paksong (Champasak) 1968
missionary to China and Laos.
15. Fr. Joseph Boissel, O.M.l., France 1909, ÷ Hat l-Et (Bolikhamsay) 1969
16. Catechist Luc Sy, Laos 1938, + Den Din (Vientiane Province) 1970
first Kmhmu’ martyr together with Maisam
17. Lay leader Maisam Pho Inpeng, Laos 1934, + Den Din 1970

Blessed Luc Sy, i.v.Dei
Luc Sy was born in 1938, and baptized in 1951. He entered the Voluntas Dei Institute in 1965 as an aspirant,
and became probationer the year after, in 1966. In January 1970, the Bishop of Vientiane officially
commissioned him as missionary catechist, in the region of Vientiane, in the mountains where many villages
of refugees were found. These were considered “hot zones” where he generously visited the sick, gave
communion, shared his own goods, and prepared children for baptism. He was known for his helpful attitude
and his unconditional love for everyone; he made no distinction between Christians and non Christians. Luc
really added to the development of the Christian faith in this area. Both, LouisMarie Ling IVDei and Luc Sy
IVDei regularly renewed their faith through monthly retreats and lived by the spirituality of Voluntas Dei; in
this, they became witnesses by their lives in the midst of several risky challenges against their faith.
On the eve of March 7, 1970, Sunday of Laetare, Luc, along with two other companions were ambushed as
they were on their way to visit catechumen friends in Dene Dine. Louis Marie Ling IVDei survived the
ambush, but Luc Sy as well as his other companion, Phô Inpèng, were martyred later on. Louis Marie Ling
testified of Luc Sy this way: “The day we spent together, on the eve of his death, he prayed all day long, from
morning till evening without interruption. In the evening, when I saw him, he told me: ‘Now, I’m ready.’”
From that day, Luc Sy is being honored for his sanctity and martyrdom. He was and he is remaining as a
living example for other catechists. Khamu Christians revere his memory still today.
Working in Laos as missionaries, evangelizing the people in a communist context was not an easy task.
There were several priests both religious and diocesan, along with lay people, who had to give their lives as
martyrs for evangelization. Now, the Universal Church has recognized 17 martyrs who gave their lives in a
significant way for Christ, from 1954 to 1970, and has proclaimed them as “Martyrs of Laos”.

Biographical Notes

Provisional text prepared by Roland Jacques, OMI Diocesan Postulator
Postulation des Martyrs du Laos 94120 Fontenay-sous-Bois, France November
The first Kmhmu’ witness:
The catechist Blessed Luc Sy, i.v.Dei
(1938 – 1970)
Rejoice Jerusalem and all who love here; gather and rejoice! Be happy, you who are sad; you will be joyful
and satisfied! Isaiah 66, 10 (Liturgy of the 4th Sunday of Lent)
The present moment is the pathway designated for every new beginning. Father Louis-Marie Parent, o.m.i.
The Kmhmu’ catechist Luc Sy (1938-1970) Witness for Jesus Christ in Laos Died for the faith at Dène Din
on 7 March 1970
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The young years of a bright child Luc Sy (

) was born in 1938, the last child born to a family of six

children: two girls and four boys. The family lived at Ban Pa Hôk, a village of the Kmhmu’ minority, some
four hours by foot into the mountain to the south of Xieng Khouang, below Ban Nam Mone, in the province
of Xieng Khouang. In the Kmhmu’ language, the village was called Kung Hrông Tnéc. Ban Pa Hôk entered
into the catechumenate in October 1950, just after the death of Father Louis Morin, o.m.i. Sy was twelve
years old when he learned of the Christian faith from a new missionary, Father Benjamin Rancœur, o.m.i.
After a year of catechumenate, he was baptized on October 28, 1951, feast of Christ the King; he received the
name of Luc. Luc had been one of the first students at the school opened in 1950 at Ban Nam Mone by
Father Jean Subra. In his writings, the latter remembers a shy child, docile, candid, and studious at school and
at catechism. In fact, Luc was a good student, gifted for both work and for studies. In 1952, when he knew
well how to read, write and count, it was decided to send him to Saint Joseph Catholic School at Xieng
Khouang, capital of the province. During this period, in April May 1953, military operations caused the
evacuation of the town. Father Subra remained hidden in the forest for an entire month; taking turns with two
of his friends from school, on this forced school holiday, Luc came to keep him company for two weeks. In
that same year, the missionaries of the region, whose superior was Father Henri Rouzière, decided that it was
urgent to form some catechists among the Kmhmu’, elite Christians and perhaps future priests; but Xieng
Khouang had become a war zone…
Leave your country, your family and the home of your father… On June 15, when Luc and his friends
returned to the mountain, the school was not open; they would await the moment to depart for the minor
seminary which the Missionary Oblates had opened in Paksane, in the Mekong valley. For the four Kmhmu’
youngsters, the occasion presented itself on August 13, 1953. Father Rouzière writes in the journal of the
Mission: Called to Vientiane by the bishop… Father Rouzière brings with him five student Thais Hai166
catechists for Paksane. They are: Jean Lo [Hlo], Luc Si [Sy], Paul Mun [Moune], David Si [Sy], Joseph Son.
Thanks to Colonel Sore, commandant of the area, their transportation is taken care of by the army…
Uneventful journey by air; a bit of excitement on the part of the children, of course, but no fear. Besides the
fellow students from Xieng Khouang, a fifth study mate of Luc will be Yang Dao, a young Hmong who did
not speak Lao, but Vietnamese and French because his family had been refugees in the region of Dien Bien
Phu in Vietnam.
Louis Morin, o.m.i., 1912-1950, arrived in Laos in 1936. Died of typhus at
Xieng Khouang on 1 October 1950; he is the first Oblate to be buried in Laotian soil. Benjamin Rancœur,
o.m.i., 1923-1998, arrived in Laos in 1947. Jean Subra, o.m.i., 1923-2000, arrived in Laos in 1949. Henri
Rouzière, o.m.i., 1919-1994, arrived in Laos around 1947. Cf. Codex historicus of Xieng Khouang 19521953, notebook 2 (P. Henri Rouzière), dated June 15, 1953. ‘Thai Hai’ at this time is the common name,
more respectful than ‘Phu Theung’, of the Kmhmu’. Codex historicus of Xieng Khouang 1952-1953,
notebook 2, at the date of 13.8.1953.

Pho Inpèng (1934-1970)

Luc stayed at Paksane four years and learned enough French to easily converse in that language. In July
1957, the five Kmhmu’ friends left the seminary to enter the service of the mission. Father Jean Hanique,
who knew Luc as a student and again, later on, as a catechist, would say of him: “He was modest, but very
devoted. He was a fine fellow with many beautiful qualities.”
The career of a catechist too quickly interrupted The following year, the prefect of Xieng Khouang went to
Vientiane to meet with the Vicar Apostolic, Bishop Étienne Loosdregt, o.m.i. He wanted to encourage the
Kmhmu’ of his province, and asked the bishop to point out some young Christians capable of becoming
administrators. The friends Paul Moune and Luc Sy were chosen. The was to have a great public service
career: until the end of 1975 he was an esteemed Chao meuang (sub-prefect). As for Luc Sy, also made
available to the administration, he was assigned as a teacher at the public school of Ban Kangsivilay (Kangsi,
for short), a village 7 km south of the Plain of Jars. From there one could see the comings and goings of
aircraft at the military airfield of Ban Ngoua. His students have retained wonderful memories of him. His
position led him to work closely with another great missionary, Jean Wauthier, who was able to share with
him his apostolic spirit and give him the example of self-giving. In the village, Luc was also responsible for
religious education, thus pursuing the vocation of catechist that had become important for him. This peaceful
career did not last more than two years. In the month of August 1960 a coup came to change the balance of
political forces in the country.

The Small Village of Vang Vieng by the Street of Vientiane to Luang Prabang in 1960.
In 1961, Luc Sy, who was young and well-built, was drafted into the army. Soon he had the rank of corporal.
This was the beginning of a life of wandering: with his unit he traveled across the country. During these
years in the army, he remained a good Christian; whenever he could, he contacted the missionaries, and was
always concerned for his own people. In 1967, Luc was wounded in action in Champassak province, in the

far south of Laos. Cared for and then discharged there, he naturally got to know Father Jean Nheuang Boun,
a Laotian priest of the mission of Paksé who oversaw various Christian communities in the foothills of the
Boloven plateau. The Father welcomed him as a catechist in his own area. Luc married Nang Sot, a young
Catholic widow from Phon Thong, belonging to the Laven minority, who had a girl and a boy from her first
marriage. The marriage was celebrated by Father Boun Nheuang himself. After returning to the north, the
couple had a daughter, Som Det, who was not yet weaned at the time of her father’s death.
The call of the Kmhmu’ Luc Sy, however, had kept in his heart the desire to return with his family to his
home region. He felt strongly the call of his people, the Kmhmu’: displaced by war, humiliated and
victimized, they had a pressing need to deal with their situation and to deepen their human and
Jean Hanique, o.m.i., 1922-2005, arrived in Laos about 1949, was provincial
superior of the Oblates in Laos in the 1960’s.. Bishop Étienne Loosdregt, o.m.i., 1908-1980. Arrived in Laos
in 1935 with the first Oblate missionary team; he was the first Bishop of Laos: Vicar Apostolic of Vientiane
from 1952-1975. Jean Wauthier, o.m.i., 1926-1967. Arrived in Laos in 1952, he died for the faith, in service
of the Kmhmu’, at Hin Tang on 16 December 1967
Christian formation. The missionary that Luc was the closest to, Jean Wauthier, tragically died in December
1967 because of his love for the Kmhmu’ people and loyalty to their cause; but others took up the torch.
That’s when Luc had news of his cousin, Louis-Marie Ling, son of the sister of his father. The latter had just
returned to Laos from Canada, where he had begun theological studies for the priesthood, for a two-year
internship as deacon. He joined the administrative team of the new Centre for Ministry with the Kmhmu’, in
the Apostolic Vicariate of Vientiane, at Hong Kha in the suburbs of the capital. The Hong Kha Centre was
animated by three Oblates besides Louis-Marie: Fathers Jean Subra, Henri Delcros and Andre Hebting.
The most important activity was the formation, first and continuing, of Kmhmu’. Its focus was on both
religious education and human development: health and hygiene, agriculture, home economics, etc. Women
catechists had their own program, with the help of the Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate. Young
Kmhmu’ boys, students at schools in the capital, had lodging facilities at Hong Kha. They had begun to set
up there a farm-school, so that the catechists might become agents for the development of their people. In
these circumstances, after so many lost years, Luc Sy resolved to resume his former commitments as a

catechist. He told this to Father Boun Nheuang, who informed Louis-Marie and gave a favorable opinion.
When Louis-Marie proposed the admission of Luc Sy to the Centre’s team, all were enthusiastic. Father
Subra, in particular, had not forgotten his young companion in the solitude of 1953; he had already had the
idea of making Luc, after a time of formation, the lay leader for the entire catechetical ministry among the
Kmhmu’. On August 2, 1968, there arrived at Hong Kha this 30 year-old man, already seasoned by life,
burning to serve the Church and the Kmhmu’ people. The group of catechists gave him a very joyful
welcome. Joined to the five catechists there for refresher courses in 1968-1969, Luc Sy was the oldest among
them; he contributed a greatly appreciated stability. He was also among the brightest and most capable. The
program suited him because he wanted both to work to promote the Kmhmu’ and tell them about Christ. The
missionaries were struck by his attentiveness to the work and to the program, although demanding and
designed for younger men. Luc knew how to take time to go to the chapel to pray; the Fathers often saw him
there. Thus there was created among the directors, priests or deacon, and the group of student catechists, a
real apostolic community: a community of prayer and of faith, a community of study for an adapted
catechesis, and a community of ministry for the most abandoned. At Christmas of 1968, Luc Sy went to visit
his relatives in their new village of Ban Na Louang, to the west of the Plain of Jars; he had not seen them
since 1960. On this occasion, the civil authorities contacted him. They offered him a good job in the army or
as one of the government teachers, with significant material advantages since he had a family to care for. But
Luc Sy turned it down: he had chosen, once and for all, to serve his brethren as a catechist. At Hong Kha, the
formation of catechists originally included three years of theoretical formation, followed by one year of
practice in the field. Then there was another year of theoretical training followed by two years of practice.
Later on, the project expected to alternate
Louis-Marie Ling Mangkhanékhoune, Voluntas Dei, born in 1944, bishop and
Apostolic Vicar of Paksé since 2000. Henri Delcros, o.m.i., 1925-1994, arrived in Laos in 1950. André
Hebting, o.m.i., born in 1937, missionary in Laos from 1965 till 1975; then in Indonesia.
a year of theory with three years of practice. The purpose of this formation is explained at length in a letter
by the directors and members of the Center to a group of high school students in Vientiane, a few months
after the departure of Luc Sy and just weeks after his death: Maybe young people do not know enough about
how we understand the ministry [of catechists]. Indeed, we believe that if we focus only on the supernatural
aspect of the Christian life, we would be unfaithful to the Gospel. We want to integrally evangelize the
person; we want to promote the whole person, the spiritual as well as the temporal, on the social and
economic level: we believe that the Gospel requires this. So we work with all our strength to advance the
Kmhmu’ in the social order by schooling, hygiene and medical care; by cleanliness and economic
development in the villages. For this work to be effective, it is necessary that the Kmhmu’ learn brotherhood,
solidarity and mutual support and selflessness in regards to others. And this is new for them because the
Kmhmu’ who live in the jungle traditionally have a clannish mindset or family spirit, closed in on itself.
They cannot see beyond the clan they belong to. They also have a traditionalist mindset, tied to ancestral
beliefs which, in itself, tends to prevent or at least hinder economic and social development. [...] But when it
comes to Christians whom we tell not to use sorcery but to go to the nurses, we (catechists) are heard. The
mortality rate of 10 to 20% in the first months has disappeared; tragic situations are being avoided. In these
two cases, evangelization has given immediate efficacy for social and economic promotion and for the good
of the group. Luc Sy had received his formation on the move, but he already had very appreciable personal

experience. He quickly assimilated the education offered -- aims and means. Also, by Christmas 1969, his
formation was considered sufficient.
A new departure At that time, the directors were concerned about the isolation which, in the concrete
conditions of the country, would be increasingly the lot of rural catechists. A way was needed to assure that
they had real spiritual support. Those who were in formation in Hong Kha were therefore encouraged, in this
regard, to join an established Christian movement. For Luc Sy, the way was paved. His cousin, Louis-Marie
Ling, was a member of Voluntas Dei, a secular institute. The institute had just admitted as associate members
some married couples, and Louis-Marie was in charge of the formation of its members in Laos. As for the
spirituality of the institute, it fit well the personality and the experience of Luc Sy. It insists on a spirit of
recollection, humility and fraternal charity through the following practices: the presence of God – not
criticizing people – not complaining – being of service – being a builder of peace. That was a program of life
suited for him.
On January 26, 1970, Bishop Loosdregt presided at Hong Kha over a double ceremony: in the name of the
Church, he accepted Luc Sy as an associate of the Voluntas Dei Institute for a trial year; and in the name of
the Vicariate, he officially commissioned him to be in charge of the Kmhmu’ in the region north of Vang
Vieng. This vast area is located along the Mekong, at about 170 km north of Vientiane, midway on the road
to Louang Prabang. During this missioning ceremony, Luc was given permission to distribute communion.
Letter of the second trimester of 1970, in a letter received by Henri Delcros; text cited in Jean Subra, Mission
des Oblats de Marie-Immaculée chez les Kmhmu’ (manuscript), 1995, not paginated. The Voluntas Dei
Institute was founded in 1958 in Canada by Father Louis-Marie Parent, o.m.i.
At the end of January, Father Henri Delcros drove Luc Sy to Houey Phong (or Na Phong), the village where
he was to reside. There were a dozen catechumen families there. On the first evening, there was an
installation ceremony. Luc addressed the dignitaries: “You had a good catechist, Somgkham, whom you
loved. As for me, I do not have a lot of experience, but I put myself at your service. Help me to fulfill my
mission.” His sincerity was so obvious that the people were immediately won over. According to the new
rules for catechists, Luc had to make a monthly report to the Hong Kha Center. His first report was received
on schedule -- death would not leave him time to make a second. His days were taken up by catechism and
care of the sick. He began visiting Christians and non-Christians in the villages as far as Dene Din, with the
intention of doing it regularly. He prepared his catechumens of Huay Phong for baptism whose celebration
was planned for Easter...
Luc Sy – “Keep your belts fastened and your lamps lit.” (Luke 12, 35) During these intense weeks, some
non-Christians, who liked him, had questioned him about Christ; he proclaimed the Gospel to them. He
seriously busied himself developing his village in human terms: cleanliness, running water, food hygiene,
care for the sick. In a refugee village

nearby, he had persuaded the uprooted families to make larger rays, so as not to count on external aid for
their rice, and to raise more chickens and pigs for food richer in protein. He urged them to make a beautiful
garden. In the midst of all these occupations, he strove to remain faithful to personal prayer, in the tradition
of his Institute. Father Louis Hernot mentions in a letter an episode that, according to its context, should

probably be attributed personally to Luc Sy, and which indicates well his evangelical spirit. “A Kmhmu’
catechist who was located to the north of Vang Vieng” had been stopped by the government soldiers because
he had agreed to care for some members of the guerilla. This took place shortly before the death of Luc Sy.
The episode caused a certain tension between the mission and the military authorities. But didn’t Jesus say:
“Love your enemies; do good to those who hate you?”
The events of March 7, 1970 On Sunday, March 1, 1970, third Sunday of Lent, Luc Sy was at Houey Phong,
where he was in charge as catechist. He was joined by Louis-Marie Ling. On Wednesday, the 4th, they were
together for the monthly retreat, animated by Louis Marie. There was no other retreatant. It was a full day,
given totally to prayer and meditation. On Thursday, the 5th, they left together for Dène Din, a village
located 20 km further north, or 30 to 40 km from Vang Vieng. They were going to ensure the instruction of a
new group of catechumens – six families – and visit the sick. They were accompanied by a layman, Maisam,
called “Kèo” or “Pho Inpeng,” the saravat of Houey Phong; in the jargon of the mission, they called the
layperson in charge of the Christian community the saravat. The name Dène Din means “the border,”
because the old border between the kingdoms of Vientiane and Louang Prabant passed through there. Father
Henri Delcros had come to this village a few months earlier to “chase out the spirits,” that is to say, carry out
the rite of purification which marked the entry into the catechumenate. The three missionaries passed through
the village again on the night of Friday to Saturday. But in the morning, they had to quickly leave for the
south: Luc Sy and Pho Inpeng were expected at Houey for Laetare Sunday. Louis-Marie would follow as far
as Vang Vieng, the mission center, to help Father Louis Hernot. The departure was delayed because of the
number of sick to visit and care for. Luc Sy tried to find a way to leave by car; a little after 10 a.m., a passing
military truck stopped and agreed to take them aboard. What a gift, instead of walking 20 km under the
burning sun! The travelers had heard that the guerillas were sometimes patrolling this area, but in their haste
to leave, they forgot about that information. Barely a kilometer after leaving Dene Din, the truck was
ambushed. Shots from an AK 47 machine gun rang out. The truck stopped and the soldiers jumped to the
ground… one of them, hit by a bullet inside the truck, would be burnt up in the flaming vehicle. LouisMarie’s life was spared because, at the last second, Pho Inpeng had gotten in front of him. The saravat had
followed him, leaping between shots, and when he got to him, two bullets
The ‘ray’ is a technical term in Southeast Asia designating clearing by fire, similar to the controlled
burning. Depending on the context, it also means the area cultivated by this technique 177 Louis Hernot,
o.m.i., 1931-2005, arrived in Laos in 1957. He was at that time in charge of the mission of Vang Vieng. 178
Litterally, “territorial border” or “earthly border.”
hit him in the forehead. He collapsed on the deacon, who escaped with a big wound caused by a bullet on the
bridge of the nose, as well as scratches on his forehead. With a few leaps, Louis-Marie lay down at the edge
of the forest, playing dead. As for Luc Sy, he was seriously wounded in the thigh when he was still in the
truck. When he jumped to the ground, he was hit by a second bullet; he fell, his throat pierced through.
Twenty minutes later, after having looted and burned the truck and killing a wounded man, the attackers, all
Vietnamese, disappeared. Louis-Marie, who had to tell the two families about the death of their husband and
father, looked in Luc Sy’s pocket, thinking he would find there a little money or some valuable object; but
the catechist had on him only his rosary, broken by the bullet. It was the only souvenir the deacon brought to
the family. Louis-Marie Ling returned to the nearby village, but afraid of meeting the enemy, he crossed
through the bamboo forest and climbed the limestone rocks: it took two hours to go one kilometer. With

friendly families, he went back to the place of the ambush to see the dead and the wounded. There was only
one wounded; the attackers had thought he was dead. And they had not looked around the truck; otherwise
they would have found the deacon hidden 15 meters from there, and they would have surely killed him. Luc
Sy was buried with the saravat at Dène Din itself. He rests among those whom his bishop had entrusted to
him and for whom he gave his life.

