Very Dear Friends!
In this time of Lent, I thought I would write to you about the importance of being
renewed in our spiritual DNA. And yes! We have a spiritual DNA! What does that
mean? You know undoubtedly what the human physiological DNA consists of: in
simple terms, it is our physiological and/or complete genetic portrait included in a
tiny part of a cellular group. The beauty to be able to know this DNA is that one
can not only identify persons, and their health profile, but also in certain distinct
cases to act directly with treatments to change certain faults of the DNA and in
this way to turn around the health of certain individuals.
The spiritual DNA would thus be our psycho-spiritual genetic portrait. We know
that we have certain tendencies to good and to evil. With some persons, the
propensity to generosity is a family characteristic. On the inverse, among others,
the ability to become angry can also derive from ancestral characteristics. If our
natural DNA gives us the physical traits of our parents, in a way, our spiritual
DNA translates the psycho-spiritual characteristics of them.
The time of Lent in which we find ourselves offers us the opportunity to make a
good revision of life and a refreshment of our spiritual DNA. How? In a diligent
way, through meditating on the Word of God, for an attitude that leads us to listen
more to this same Word, through a desire to turn back and through conversion that
leads us to a change in behavior, to openness to others, to sharing and also more
specifically to the Sacrament of Reconciliation as recommended by the Church.
Indeed, each time that we commit ourselves to live this sacrament in faith,
humility, we give to the Lord the chance to transform our spiritual DNA, to purify
and refresh it. He does not come only to remove our faults, but also to uproot in us
the evil. He wants to heal the deep wounds that are at the source of our tendencies
toward evil and in this way we achieve a greater interior freedom.
With this in mind, I wish all of you a Lent of deep interior renewal in which our
spiritual DNA can be touched and transformed!

Project : Minor Seminarians
The donations received during the month of April will be used for our minor seminarians.
The support given to their formation is primary. More and more, we live in a world that
plunges us into real challenges. The seminarians have confronted all sorts of challenges
during their formation: the challenge of vocational discernment in spite of the exterior
attractions, the challenge of living one’s commitment very often in precarious material
conditions, the challenge of living one’s vocation in the world through having to manage
a variety of situations in the manner of the Gospel. All these challenges require a
complete human, psychological and spiritual formation.
In the past, we lived the missionary life according to the following paradigm: priests and
religious were sent from countries in Europe and from North America to countries in
Africa, Latin America and Asia. Today, we see the inverse phenomenon: these are the
same countries of the south that are now sending missionaries to the countries of the
north for a re-evangelization. A number of our native members of India, Haiti and other
countries of Latin America have to move their missionary life to the north. For this
reason, they must be prepared mentally, psychologically and culturally to face the
changes that such a mission brings.
On my last visit to Vietnam, I noticed there the presence of more than 310 religious
congregations living in this small communist country. To my great surprise, I noticed that
each of these congregations had several new recruits in spite of the restrictions of the
political regime concerning faith and in spite of the material poverty. These people were
filled with faith in spite of their great difficulties.
This is more or less the same reality in Ethiopia. The members of the Institute that I have
just visited there are proud of the Christian roots that go back to the early times of the
Church. You just have to re-read the Acts of the Apostles, chapter 8, when the Apostle
Philip met the Ethiopian eunuch who asked to be instructed and baptized.
Thus, the formation of future priests must take into account two realities: firstly, it must
prepare future priests to be able to adapt to the way of life and culture of northern
countries (America and Europe); then, it must also prepare them for the multiculturalism
that exists in our Institute and in the Church in general.
Dear donors, I invite you again to activate your generosity for the formation of our future
priests and missionaries. Let us also pray that the countries that will welcome them will
be happy with their presence and that these missionaries will adapt to their respective
culture.
May God and the Virgin Mary bless your generosity and keep you in good health.
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