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Very Dear Friends !
September is already at our doorstep. It’s time to go back to school, back to work and regular
tasks. Summer is gradually leaving us to give way to autumn, its multicolored foliage and the
scarlet landscapes, and other beauties of nature that are so wonderful to contemplate.
With Mary, we begin this month by underlining her birthday, on September 8th. It is a
time to recall her indispensable role in the history of salvation : « I will put enmity between you
and the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise your head, and
you shall bruise his heel » (Gn 3, 15). In fact, as the Mother of the Saviour, Mary was gratified
in advance from the bosom of her mother, Anna, with the divine graces necessary for her
mission. These favors received in advance, thanks to the victory of Christ over evil and death,
also encourage us to trust in the salvation to which we are also destined.
The month of September is, in a way, the month to reset, and to renew. Through the
intercession of Mary, let us not cease to ask God to renew within us and through us His divine
work; may the Spirit be the instigator and the underlying force of our projects and of the work of
our hands; that with Mary and like Her, this same Spirit always inspire us to say YES to the
Father’s will.
It is interesting to note that between the feast of the Nativity of the Virgin, September 8th,
and that of her Immaculate Conception, December 8th, we pass from autumn to winter. While
the foliage of the trees is slowly being stripped to make room for the first coat of white snow,
with Mary, we are invited to welcome the poverty of our lives to let ourselves be clothed in the
whiteness of divine light. So that, when we arrive at Christmas, already, is born in our hearts the
One Who wishes to shine forth through us in order to break open the eyes of all to the
universality of His salvation.
To each of you, I therefore wish the best to happen in your lives, especially during this
time when the Covid still keeps us in insecurity. May you, despite everything, find joy in
appreciating the beauties of nature in this autumn which is coming soon.
With all the members of the Institute, I pray that you will be kept out of danger always
and without fear for your health and your inner peace.

Project : Major Seminarians
Major seminarians are young men who have felt within their hearts the call from Jesus to
become priests in his wake. They made a concrete request to be accepted into the Major
Seminary to prepare explicitly for the priesthood vocation, and they were accepted by the
Institute’s authorities to journey in this direction. They are currently in a preparation period at
the academic, pastoral, spiritual and human levels. These young men need a living environment
that is conducive to their learning and studies, and to the discernment through which they may
progress little by little. Often, they come from modest backgrounds and do not always have the
financial means to provide for the long years of preparation necessary for their journey.
In the Voluntas Dei Institute, as of June 2020, we have in Canada, 2 seminarians; in Chile, 3
seminarians; in Colombia, 8; in Haiti, 3; in Kerala (India), 26; in the Dominican Republic, 7; in
Sri Lanka, 13; in Tamil Nadu (India), 26 and finally in Vietnam, 14. Several ordinations to
priesthood are expected in 2020.
As you can imagine, each of these young people needs to be fed, to be accommodated, to be
accompanied in his studies, in this spiritual life and in his human journey. Without your
donations, we are not able to welcome young people who think they have a vocation, because
the number of young people we accept into the Institute must necessarily correspond to our
financial capacity to support them for several years.
I would like to remind you that in each of our Seminaries, every first Friday of the month is
dedicated to our benefactors. Your intentions are mentioned during the Eucharist as well as
during the holy hour of worship that follows.
I would like to sincerely thank all of you who have contributed financially for many years. Each
of your donations, no matter how small, make a huge difference. Thanks again.
In closing, I would like to thank God with you for all the graces granted in favor of each of these
vocations. Let us not forget the couples and lay members who also offer in their own way their
contribution to the Institute and to the Church.
United in prayer with you all,

James DUNSTAN I.V.Dei,
Director General

