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Very Dear Friends !
Since last year, the month of October has been designated by the Pope as the « month of
missions. »
In this year 2020 marked by Covid-19, at a time when suffering, disease and isolation permeate
our present moment to varying degrees, the Pope reminds us that we are always on mission
wherever we are and whatever our status is in the church.
On this year’s Mission Day, he wrote this vibrant message, inviting us to renew our faith, our
prayer and our apostolate, so that, under the influence of the Holy Spirit, we continue to be
passionate missionaries for humanity and for the Kingdom.
He adds that all of us are in the same boat, each being affected by the pandemic in a different,
but not less significant way. We all suffer, in various ways, each in our own way, either
physically, financially, or psychologically, from isolation, fear, insecurity, mistrust, or doubt.
This is the field of our mission as baptized persons today, here and now! To be in solidarity with
one another in the same boat. We are on a mission in what COVID-19 leads us to experience.
Where we are, we can become an instrument of peace, of sharing, of listening, of positivity and
especially, always according to the Pope, an instrument of prayer and intercession for this world
in turmoil.
Our world is seeking peace, health and security. Let us offer him our testimony as peacemaking
disciples, watching over the health of each other, listening to one another’s miseries, feelings of
helplessness and fears. Let us be missionaries « reaching out » to others, bearers of solutions
through the grace of the Holy Spirit. Instead of being centered on ourselves, let us raise our
voices in prayer, in offering of our sufferings in union with the wounds of Christ on the cross,
He Who can transform everything into life and resurrection. Let us raise our voices in
thanksgiving even in moments of uncertainty, of mourning and loss. Let us raise our voices in
intercession for all of our brothers and sisters who do not know how or do not think about
praying, as God is at our door waiting for us to turn to Him so He can grant us what we need.

So that, in this way, perhaps, we will discover other facets of missionary life. This is not just
about action in a far away land. It also takes its impetus in prayer, in the offering of our lives and
our sacrifices, in the Eucharist and in the patient waiting for the unveiling of God's plan for
humanity.
S. James Dunstan I.V.Dei
Director General

Project : Colombia
Currently, the region of Colombia is entering a flourishing phase not only due to the increase in
the number of members and candidates, but also due to geographic expansion. The region has
grown from 14 to 61 members and candidates, and from 2 to 8 teams located in the cities of
Bogotá, Cartagena, Purificación, Florencia, San Pedro de los Milagros, Santa Rosa de Osos,
Armenia and Medellín.
It is the fruit of an intense activity of vocational promotion and permanent accompaniment of
members, candidates and teams, which is consolidated by means of an initial and ongoing
formation plan in the region, and in specific areas such as the accompaniment of couples,
candidates to the priesthood and consecrated laymen, then, to all the members.
As expected, this project involves travel and accommodation costs for the animator couples and
other members, equipment for carrying out activities, workshops, rental of projection equipment
(the region does not have any), plus financial support for the formation of the 17 candidates to
the priesthood; all this requires an investment estimated at CAN $ 2,500.
It is with gratitude that we commend ourselves to your intercession and thanksgiving prayers,
and that, when the time comes, we will welcome your contributions for our region.
On our side too, we assure you of our sustained prayer.
With gratitude,

Gildardo Noreña
Director - Colombia Region

