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Dear Sisters and Brothers,
We have begun the season of Advent where we are symbolically waiting for Christ's birth but also for
his final return. During this period, we are called to prepare ourselves for four weeks to celebrate
Christmas with proper attitude of welcoming Jesus who is eternal, and whose love for us is everlasting.
Church provides the liturgy meaningfully with lighting of candles according to each week’s scriptural
themes.
First week speaks of the most significant prophecies
regarding the Advent of Jesus’ birth, anointing,
betrayal, death, crucifixion, resurrection and return in
Glory. This is expressed through the lighting of the
Candle, that is referred to as the Prophecy Candle. It is
a brilliant symbol of our Hope for the Second Coming
of Jesus Christ.
Second week invites for the repentance where peace
overflows through the mercy of God. John, the Baptist, calls everyone to seek forgiveness by embracing
God's grace by acknowledging the failures with humility. Thus one will obtain peace which is expressed
through lighting the second candle, Bethlehem candle, which represents the birthplace of Jesus and His
first coming. ''Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace for those he favours.'' (Luke,
2:14).
Third week is special both in color of the liturgical vestment and of the candle: pink. Traditionally it has
been called Gaudete (joy). The birth of Jesus filled the world with joy, took away fear of sin and death,
eliminated darkness by bringing light and assured the eternal life. Therefore, Rejoice always (1Thes,
5:16) because the angel of the Lord appeared to the shepherds and said: "Do not be afraid; for behold, I
proclaim to you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. For today in the city of David a
savior has been born for you who is Messiah and Lord." (Luke, 2: 10 - 11) That is why this week candle
signifies Shepherd's candle.
The theme for the fourth week is charity. The charity that comes from grace that we all received from
the good will of Jesus who brought all of us close to God and to one another. ''For God so loved the
world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him might not perish but might have
eternal life.'' (John, 3:16). This final week summarizes the purpose of the first coming of Jesus and the
objective of each and every person towards his second coming. It is none other than love. By lighting the
last candle (Angel’s candle), we are called to spread some real goodwill by practicing the virtue of
charity.

Dear friends, as we come to an end of 2020 which was an year that has brought lots of despair, troubles,
fear, darkness, sorrows, awful experiences, etc., the season of advent gives us hope, peace, joy and love.
Let us march towards welcoming Jesus, the true light, at Christmas to give us light. All of us can make
an effort contacting our loved ones using all means of communications, even if it is impossible to meet
them in person during this time of joy, and express our love, gratitude and moreover our spirit of
compassion and mercy for those who are in need at this time of pandemic. May Jesus, who is eternal,
and whose love for us is everlasting, bless and enlighten all of us!
Merry Christmas!

Project: Seminarians
Vocation to priesthood is becoming a challenge today in the universal church. The fast-moving world
gives less and less opportunities to the youngsters to spend time with God and to attend religious
activities. Traditional methods of recruiting vocations are diminishing, and the church has to change the
strategy like all other organizations towards evangelization. However, the developing countries are still
following the traditional methods: thanks be to certain cultural bonds and the religious diversities.
In the mission countries, the religious congregations organize vocation camps with the approval and
collaboration of the local bishops to promote persons who would like to serve Jesus and his church
according to their personal charism and that of the particular religious order. Sometimes, it is easy to
identify the call but some other moments, one has to discern with the guidance of the priest who is in
charge of the parish. Once it is discerned, the candidate starts his journey of formation in the religious
congregation where he received his vocation. It is a long process to mature his call in human,
psychological, mental, educational (intellectual), social, and spiritual spheres of life. A formation team is
nominated by the authorities of the congregation according to its constitutions to accompany the personin-formation throughout the journey. Every year an evaluation is made both by the candidate as well as
by the formation team and a progress report is being prepared to promote to the next stage.
Voluntas Dei Institute is also following the same vocation promotions and formation plans in the
developing countries. Each one has to complete all the formation steps and receive the permanent
profession (called Stability) for a period of minimum of eight years. After the Stability they receive
diaconate and ordination to priesthood. These processes involve lots of sacrifices from many dedicated
people, costs lots of money. The seminarians cannot work and undergo all these trainings. It is possible
only through many generous hands who contribute for the success.
We are proud to share that our Institute is blessed with 76 major seminarians and 34 minor seminarians
in the developing countries. Thus, there are 3 major seminarians in Chile, 8 in Colombia, 26 in the
Region of Kerala (India), 26 in the Region of Tamil Nadu (India) and 13 in Sri Lanka. The minor
seminarians are those who prepare themselves either in discerning their vocations or in learning a
language that would help them study philosophy and theology. All the seminarians pray every day, offer
Holy Mass once a month and an hour of Eucharistic Adoration on the first Friday of the month for their
benefactors who support them in fulfilling their objectives in becoming priests one day. We express our
gratitude on behalf of our seminarians and may God bless you all!
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