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F ROM THE EDITOR …

by Pierre J. Hubert

here are two major topics, in this issue, the
2004 Assembly General, and the Dominican
Republic.

Besides the assembly’s formal aspect, meals and
breaks allowed for fellowship between the members of
different countries.

The 2004 Assembly General was held in August at
Loretteville, Québec (Canada). It was composed of
30 de facto and elected delegates, and a support
staff of 9. The official languages were French,
English, and Spanish, the languages employed in all
of the assembly deliberations and written
documents, as well as at mass, and for prayer and
singing.

Known as "Altagracia," the Dominican Republic was
officially erected as a district in January, 2004. It is the
third officially erected district in the Institute, after
Canada and Haiti. The articles in this issue will help
the reader learn about the Institute’s story, and its
development and growth in the Dominican Republic.

T

The agenda was pretty much dedicated to the
presentation of reports by the director general (the
state of the Institute), the district and regional
directors (8 reports), and workshop reports on the
mission of the Institute, how the Institute is
perceived, administration, and communication.
Ours is a technical age, and we benefited from it:
simultaneous translation, computers, email and
digital photography facilitated the work of
everyone. The support staff – most of whom are
members of the Institute, proved very efficient in
ensuring the smooth development of the assembly.
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An interesting bit of information is that the house of
formation, El Buen Pastor, welcomes Voluntas Dei
seminarians from other countries, which is very
conducive to creating fraternal bonds between the
members, in accordance with our apostolic objective.
This issue has an article, a personal testimony, on the
subject. Another interesting point is the article
explaining the meaning of "Altagracia," for the
Dominicans.
May the year 2005 be for you one of peace and
fraternity in Jesus Christ!
Have an enjoyable "tour" of this issue! µ
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FROM THE DESK OF THE DIRECTOR GENERAL

R e p o r t – 2 0 0 4 A sse m bly g e ne r a l
by François Hamel

To the 2004 Assembly General Delegates

Consecrated Life, as a follow-up to two proposals of
the 1998 Assembly General.

We are bound by our Constitutions to convene an
assembly general every six years. This gives us the
opportunity to pass the last six years in review and
to open new paths to the future.
To experience an assembly general is to experience
the richness of the Voluntas Dei Institute and its
many
cultures,
languages,
charisms,
and
experience. I was elected director six years ago,
and I accepted this service as an encounter with
God who has revealed himself in those I met along
my journey, and I wanted to walk with them.

1998 ASSEMBLY GENERAL
The theme of the 1998 Assembly General was:
“Faithful to our secular mission in the Church, in
the light of our forty years’ experience... let us
dare the new evangelization, as a Voluntas Dei!”
Unlike other assemblies general, no particular
document was written, after the assembly. The
newly elected central council preferred to have
each district and region experiment with this new
evangelization, and then share it with others in the
Institute. This to us was a sign of respect of each
culture, to formulate its own understanding of the
theme and some articles relating to evangelization
were published in “The Present Moment”.
…

THE INSTITUTE AND ROME
As early as 1999 I visited Rome and the officers of
the officers of the Congregation for Institutes of
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First, the Assembly had proposed to modify Article
181 of the Constitutions which stipulate that only a
professed member may be secretary general or
director of administrative services. It seemed to the
delegates of the 1998 Assembly General that
married associate members could carry our these
charges as competently as can professed celibate
members. The Congregation responded favourable
to the proposal that the director of administrative
services be a committed married member, but not
the secretary general. Article 181 of the
Constitutions were duly changed to henceforth read
as follows: “The Secretary General is appointed by
the Director General and his council from among
the Professed of the Institute, whether or not he is
a member of the Council. The Director of
Administrative Services is appointed by the Director
General and his council from among the Professed r
the Committed members of the Institute, whether
or not he / she is a member of the council.” All
directors received a notice to this effect to be
transmitted to al their members, and an article on
the subject appeared in January 2000 of our journal
The Present Moment.
The 1998 Assembly General had also asked whether
in certain circumstance a committed member be in
charge of a sector, thus modifying Article 206 of the
Constitutions which stipulate that only a professed
member may fill the position. The Congregation
refused our request in a letter of 28 August 1999.
A second item of the Assembly was that to
authorize the director general to grant dimissorial
letters, that is, to call to sacred orders candidates
to be incardinated in the Institute. The under
secretary for secular institutes, Monsignor Juan
Dorronsoro proposed submitting a complete file and
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consulting all the bishops. All those bishops where
Voluntas Dei members are at work responded
favourably in supporting our petition to the
Congregation.
In the year 2000 I was elected to the World
Conference of Secular Institutes (WCSI) executive.
In March of each year I attend the meeting, and this
gives me an opportunity to repeat my visits to the
officers of the Congregation. I think that I can
confidently state that the Institute is well viewed
by the Congregation. …

Haiti District (19 March and 13 April 2002) …
Dominican Republic District (26 June-12 July
1999, and 14-18 January 2004) …
South America District in Formation (4 January
and 3 February 2002) …
Sri Lanka Region (19 February- 4 March 2000, and
16-19 March 2000) …
India Region (4-16 March 2000) …

FORMATION
The 1998 Assembly General had also asked for a
revision of the formation guides. The central
council’s committee on set to work, and by 1991
had published a revised version of the Aspirant’s
Guide; the Probationer’s Guide appeared in 2003.
…
I want to point out three new regulations which
came out of the 1998 Assembly General. Ad hoc
committees had been struck for study of the
proposals and follow-up. These are:
Regulation 18: The District or Region Director
Regulation 19: The Functioning of a District in Formation
Regulation 20: The Functioning of a Region

The Regulations complement certain unclear
aspects of the Constitutions, or they shed more
light on different ways of operating. However, it is
important that the membership know about them
during their formation, and that these Regulations
by applied. The last Regulations deal with districts,
regions, and districts in formation. They help us
better understand their modus operandi. They
were given to directors in view to be known in their
district or region.
VISITATION OF DISTRICTS AND REGIONS
The visitation of districts and regions of the
Institute is a terrific experience! In engaging in it, I
wanted to see for myself whether the members are
happy in their Voluntas Dei vocation, because if we
are happy in our lives generally, it is probably due
to the fact that somewhere in our lives, the Spirit is
guiding us.
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Canadian District (1998-2004) …
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United States Region (13-16 August 1998; 13-15
August, 1999; 19-20 January 2003) …
Isolated Members

…

Finally, some of our members are quite isolated. In
2000 I visited the fellow-members in Cuba. After
promising beginnings around 1980, the government
prohibited group meetings in Cuba... thus affecting
the Institute where it hurts: team life. Despite this,
a priest has continued his journey with the
Institute, and there are now three celibate laymen
who very discretely associate with him.
In Italy, we have three members: an Italian, a
priest from India studying there, and one from
Colombia who earned his doctorate there and wants
to remain in the country. At the beginning of this
year, a priest from Africa studying in Rome was
recommended to us by an OMMI. The process is
taking its course.
In Laos, Louis Ling has been the only Voluntas since
all foreign missionaries were expelled from the
country in early 1970. When I visited Louis in 2000, I
told him that it would be regrettable that he be the
last Voluntas Dei in Laos which was the first mission
land of the Institute, in 1959. The following year,
Louis was made bishop of Paksé. I attended his
episcopal ordination and I took the occasion to
challenge a few young men, with no idea where this
would lead. In 2002, Louis came to Toronto with a
few young men for World Youth Day with Pope John
Paul II. In the Paksé delegation was one of the
young men I had challenged the year before. Louis
agreed that I talk to them of the Institute. Upon
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returning to Laos, three of them asked to join us.
Two were accepted, and Louis had recommended
postponement of decision regarding the third one.
Louis also recommended that these new
seminarians pursue their studies in philosophy and
theology outside the country, to ensure an
excellent formation along with, of course, training
in the spirituality of the 5-5-5. The Sri Lanka Region
welcomed the young men, and I thank them for this
international collaboration.
The Oblates
Allow me to close this section by mentioning our
relationship with our elder sisters the Oblate
Missionaries of Mary Immaculate (OMMI). Like my
predecessors, I enjoy good relations with them, and
this, on a regular basis. It is no secret to mention
that they help us very much, especially regarding
missions and candidates to the priesthood. Not only
are they involved through prayer, but also through
the financial support they bring. Throughout our
existence the Oblates were the first people to
promote our development.

In certain countries, the Oblates are still promoting
vocations to our Institute. In this I am reminded of
Yolande in Peru, and Ruth in Bolivia, and others I
forget. We owe them a lot, and I urge the Voluntas
to respond in kind. Do not hesitate to promote
vocations to the Oblate secular consecration, and
to support their endeavours. A special thanks to the
confreres of Sri Lanka and Colombia for helping
those Oblates who are somewhat isolated, in their
mission task.
It was in this context that the central council
determined to mark the fiftieth anniversary of
foundation of the Oblates. I had written to all the
directors asking them to mark the occasion in their
district or region, in 2002. The central council did
its part. We invited the OMMI central council as
well as the former directors general and the
Canadian Oblates who had worked especially closely
with Father Parent and the Voluntas Dei Institute in
its early years. We paid tribute to them with a
Eucharistic celebration followed by a festive meal
at which the OMMI’s were given a token of our
gratitude.

THE STATISTICS
How did the Institute look like, as of 31 December 2003? Each district and regional director will present a
more complete and probably updated picture, but allow me here to present an over-all picture of our
situation.
Country

Priests

Canada
Chile
Colombia
Cuba
Dominican Republic
Ecuador
Guadeloupe
Haiti
India
Italy
Laos
Scotland
Sri Lanka
United States

49
02
03
01
12
03
02
21
16
02
(bishop) 01

TOTAL

Deacons
04

01

06
22
140
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05

Single
Laymen
11
01
02
02
01

Major
Seminarians
02
01

Married
Associates
82
25
13

14
02

210

01
03
01

13
34

23
108

01
05
01

10

64
16

148
29
18
03
238
05
02
58
161
03
01
01
85
39

29

76

541

791
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Total

5

Comparing with the first report I made to the Holy See in December 1998 and that of December 2003, we
have the following results, regarding the different categories of members:
Category

1998

2004

Comparison

Priests
Deacons
Celibate Laymen
Major Seminarians
Married Associate Members

123
02
25
41
468

140
05
29
76
541

13.8%
150.0%
16.0%
85.0%
15.6%

TOTAL

659

791

20.0%

Configuration of the Institute
The Institute’s configuration has known major
changes, in the last six years. In 1998 there were:
One officially erected district: Canada
Three districts in formation: Haiti, Dominican
Republic, South America
Two Regions: India, Sri Lanka
In 2004, we have:
Three officially erected districts: Canada, Haiti,
Dominican Republic
No district in formation
Five regions: India, Sri Lanka, Colombia-Ecuador,
Chile, United States
It appears to me that things will continue to evolve
in the coming years.
Deceased Members
As we rejoice in new vocations to the Institute, this
joy is tempered with sadness as we recall those who
have died; however, their vocation is now to
celebrate the glory of the Father. …
FOUNDATIONS
At the beginning of my mandate I had charged the
Toronto Anglophone team of the Canadian District
with preparing a brochure to be called “Speak,
Lord, Your Servant Is Listening.” The brochure
offered resources and material for three team
meetings. My hope was that all members of the
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Institute would enter the new millennium by
fostering vocations and developing a preferential
option for young people. The brochure was sent to
every director at the end of 1999, to be distributed
to their members. This initiative has borne fruit.
In August of 2000 the central council accepted into
the Institute
a layman from Scotland, John
Flanagan, who was being followed since a few years
by Michael Craig of Washington, through phone calls
and the internet correspondence on a regular basis.
The problem lay in reconciling a new vocation with
life in a team. John was aware of the challenge,
and accepted it. He spreads knowledge of the
Institute in his milieu and is in very close contact
with Michael and the USA members. He has been to
Canada and the United States twice already, to
participate in the annual congresses.
I have already mentioned Kinshasa, Italy, and
revived hope for Laos. Now, in March of this year
the central council accepted four people in
Ethiopia, one couple and two celibate laymen.
These people had been meeting together regularly
since 2001, to share on the spirituality of the 5-5-5.
Both Michael Craig and John Flanagan have invested
much time in the group. In March, Michael met
twice the group in Ethiopia, and last month John
Flanagan also went to visit them. At the central
council we looked at how to form these people.
Once again is seemed difficult to have someone go
there to give formation, as it used to be done. We
therefore thought of employing the modern means
of communication. Through the internet the world
is never very far away; however, to give a human
face to formation we proposed that a member
could give a few weeks’ intensive training each
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year, in the life of the Institute. Michael Craig is
responsible for the team in Ethiopia.
Also, a couple living in Colombia who had been
members of the Institute a few years back, is now
living in Venezuela. This couple have repeated their
formation and have even interested a young
Venezuelan man to join them and the Institute,
with the priesthood in mind. All three of them are
now aspirants in the Institute, and other people
there have shown interest in joining the group.

Finally, a group from Trinidad and Tobago has
shown interest in the spirituality of the 5-5-5, and
is in the charge of the USA Regional director.
COMMUNICATIONS
When I was elected in 1998, I planned on opening
more communications with the membership of the
Institute. Isn’t the word “communion” hidden
behind the word “communication”? If we could
communicate it would be easier to have communion
among us.

Since 2002 several requests for information or for
joining the Institute have been coming in from
Besides the members of the central council who
Africa. They are from young men who want to
were elected to help the director general in his
become priests or permanent deacons. Some
task, I also consulted as often as possible the
information requests come from priests. The
district and regional directors. Consensus is more
majority of these requests are from individuals
tangible when more people have a chance to
residing or studying in Kinshasa,
express their views.
under a priest who seemingly
« … I was elected director six
knows
the
Voluntas
Dei
One of the first tasks I worked
years ago, and I accepted this
Institute. Jacques Harvey has
at was the translation into the
service as an encounter with God
been mandated by the central
Institute’s
three
official
council to follow up on these
languages of the texts for
who has revealed himself in those
animation and reflection; these
requests, while Michael Craig
I met along my journey, and I
texts were already available in
does the same for requests from
wanted to walk with them. »
French. I am of the opinion that
English-speaking countries. All
no text should be in a single
these requests were answered
language only, when produced
by email, and Jacques sent
by the central administration. It is therefore my
written documentation to several of these people.
pleasure at this assembly general to give each
A few of them have already returned their
director a copy of this support material and support
completed entrance questionnaire. They have been
diskette. It is up to each on of you to utilize this
told that founding the Institute in a foreign country
material to the best advantage, according to the
can take some time, and that we shall try to
formation needs of your district or region.
respond as soon as possible. I have apprised a
Furthermore, the central administration produced
bishop of Kinshasa of the situation. At this time,
new publicity material on the Institute. A brochure
over twenty requests have been received. You shall
called Voluntas Dei Institute: Fellowship without
be kept informed of developments in the course of
Borders was printed and distributed in the year
the year.
2000 to all districts and regions; it was also
distributed at the World Youth Day in Toronto
With the help of Shanthikumar, director of the Sri
(Canada), in the summer of 2002.
Lanka Region, we have looked into the possibility of
a foundation in the Philippines. Shanthikumar has
picked up the challenge. Following authorization of
the central council, he had an interview with
Cardinal Sin of manila. At this time there is a group
active under Shanthikumar, but no official request
to join the Institute has been made so far.
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For over a year now, a team composed of Roger
Corneau, Michael Craig, and André Martimbeault, a
graphic artist, has been working on an illustrated
colour brochure of the members and teams of
different districts and regions. The brochure is
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called The Voluntas Dei Institute... Present in the
Midst of the World; this brochure is meant to give
information to those who want to learn more about
the Institute, its founder, history, the membership,
vows, commitments, and its spirituality. It also has
information for those interested to communicate
with the nearest district or region either by post or
electronic mail. The brochure will be given to you
soon, and it is available to those interested, in the
three usual languages.
Based on the brochure model, the Institute will
have its official website available in the course of
the year. This project is very much part of the new
evangelization and allows the Institute to have the
proper means of communication and dissemination.
The site has been produced by the team working on
the brochure. The site will open onto the world and
allow our members to communicate directly with
districts and regions of the Institute, and will also
facilitate access to our different publications and
collections of the Institute. It will be a priceless
source of information and a meeting place for
members and those interested in knowing us. It will
also be a special means of communication for the
consultation and transmission of documents. The
site directors are open to any suggestion meant to
improve its presentation.
With the development of the INTERNET and a
presence of the Institute on the website, the
central administration deemed it necessary to
establish a general policy to guide official projects
of districts and regions as well as private initiatives
of its members, in this field. The administration
encourages the development of such an important
mode of presence which is so important to its
apostolate, while setting forth a minimum number
of norms to control its operation, so as to ensure a
coherent image of the Institute in conformity with
its ecclesial vocation. The protocol document also
describes the duties and responsibilities of districts
and regions, in the area of web communication.
The document bears the name Presence of the
Voluntas Dei Institute on the Internet: Operation
Guidelines, and was prepared by Roger Corneau.
The document was approved by the central council
at the end of 2001 and distributed to the
membership via their directors at the beginning of
2002.
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Members of the 1998 assembly general had
recommended the publication of a journal, and a
first issue was published at the beginning of the
year 2000. The Present Moment is edited by Pierre
Hubert of the Canadian district, and a team of
collaborators; its object is to keep us abreast of the
life of the Institute and give us the opportunity to
learn about the apostolic endeavours of a given
district or region. This journal is dependent on the
interest, collaboration, and input of those districts,
regions, teams and members reported on, in its
pages. The journal is distributed not only to the
members of the Institute but also to church
authorities where we are present. Comments from
members and several bishops are very positive.
A shorter but more regular news magazine from the
central house, called Central Council Newsletter, is
available via EMAIL. I have insisted a number of
times that members with internet access print out
the newsletter to share with those in their teams
who do not have that service. I have also insisted
that district and regional directors ensure that
every team be able to access this monthly
information.

CENTRAL HOUSE
The 1998 had voted a motion to the effect “That
the central council do a feasibility study on the
advantages and disadvantages of moving the central
house of the Institute from Trois-Rivières to
Montréal or elsewhere. In case the study reaches a
positive conclusion, the director general and his
council, after consultation with the district and
regional directors, are authorized to give effect to
the motion.” An ad hoc committee was struck in
1999 to study the question. At the end of 2002, the
committee tabled its report. The central council
then studied all possible scenarios. Moving to
Montréal was the most expensive solution.
Construction of a new house and renovation of the
existing building cost about the same. All the
district and regional directors were consulted and
approved the construction of a new house. A
canonist of international reputation and an expert
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in the material goods of the Church, Father Frank
Morrisey,
O.M.I.,
was
consulted regarding
interpretation of the motion, and the ensuing costs
incurred. The central council then decided to
undertake the construction. Comments received
following decision to build came mostly from
members in the Canadian District and were in
favour of having the Institute’s headquarters
remain in Trois-Rivières, specifically on the site
where the actual house is located. The bishop of
Trois-Rivières wrote: “I rejoice at the decision
taken by the Voluntas Dei Institute to keep its
headquarters in the diocese of Trois-Rivières... You
are part of the scenery of the local Church... You
remain most welcome in the diocese and I support
with much hope your fund raising activities to help
your construction project.” Even Father wrote: “I
thank you and your council for deciding to keep the
headquarters of the Voluntas Dei Institute in TroisRivières... The Virgin is keeping us in her cherished
yard [the shrine of Our Lady of the Cape is in TroisRivières / Cap-de-la-Madeleine], and it is also a
special grace for me. I bless with joy every
endeavour and initiative which promotes the
Voluntas Dei Institute in the diocese of TroisRivières.”
A brief note, here: Everyone knows that the central
house is the headquarters of the Institute. The
director general has his office there, as well as the
central administration and the Vocation and Mission
Office (VMO). The Voluntas Dei members involved
with the central administration also have their
residence there. The house also welcomes members
passing through, and visitors.
One easily forgets that the archives of the Institute
are lodged at the central house. In order to
harmonize our archival practice with the
recommendations of the Pontifical Commission on
the Cultural Goods of the Church (2 February 1997),
in 1998 Cécile Davidson-Corneau, a professional
archivist,
accepted
the
responsibility
of
organizing our apparatus, so as to make
information retrieval easier. This task took two
years to complete, and updating is scheduled
every year. I thank Cécile for the immense work
accomplished. Roger helped the project in his own
way by developing software and other retrieval

The Présent Moment

media. The time is perhaps not too far off when we
shall be able to access certain archives through the
internet.
In building the new central house we have taken
into account the fact that our archives hold the
patrimony of the Institute. They are now housed in
an archival vault, and the collection and treatment
of documents will follow the norms of the
archivists’ profession.
CENTRAL HOUSE PERSONNEL
During the summer of 2001 I had studied the
possibility of René Désilets returning to Canada
from the Dominican Republic, to take over the
administration of the Institute, especially in its
service to districts and regions. René accepted this
service in June of 2002. His work deals mostly with
district and regional budgets, and with helping
directors find grants and subsidies for building,
when necessary. …
It was also as a service to the Institute that the
Central Council asked Jacques Harvey to take over
the directorship of the Vocation and Mission Office
(VMO). Since June, 2004, Jacques has been in
charge of communicating with the Institute’s
benefactors through the monthly VMO newsletter;
he also has the responsibility of organizing
preaching visits on behalf of our missions, and is the
person in charge for requests for foundations of the
Institute in French Africa.
Other people are also part of the central house
personnel, though they do not belong to the
Institute. Among them are the secretary Marie
Meunier and the financial secretary Claire
Lafrenière.
FINANCIAL ADMINISTRATION REPORT
It is certain that the Institute’s financial situation is
in a relatively good condition, but back in 1998 my
predecessor Yvon Carpentier raised the alarm.
There are more pressing requests, now, and
resources are dwindling. “The plate is no bigger,
but there are more mouths to feed,” he wrote in
the report he presented to the 1998 assembly
general.
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I leave to René Désilets the task of presenting the
financial report. René took up his position in June
of 2002, focusing especially on constructions in the
Institute, budgets, and financial statements of the
various districts and regions of the Institute.

holiness. These years have been, for me, a love
story. I have dedicated myself to the task 100% and
more. If I have hurt anyone in the course of these
six years, I beg their forgiveness. If I have helped
others grow in the faith, I thank God. I am happy to
be at your service.

THANKS

I end with an analogy we find in nature. I compare
our Institute to a flower that wants to blossom,
show its colours, and bloom where it is planted. As
long as the flower is turned inward to the bulb, it
may well believe that it has everything it needs to
develop and grow, but no one will take notice. The
bulb must experience the stress of growing and
developing and being warmed by the sun, to have
its petals blossom forth. It is only then that the
flower draws attention, and exposes its beauty and
perfection.

I want to tank all those who from near and far have
supported my council and me, and have thus
helped the Institute go forward, these past six
years.
Special thanks to Father Louis-Marie Parent who has
always supported me. He has ever been a man of
wise counsel. Despite age and precarious health, he
has always shown interest in the Institute. I thank
God for keeping Father Parent close to me. …
Thank you to all the councillors for accepting to
work with me for the good of the whole Institute. …
As for me, becoming director general of the
Institute after teaching for twenty-five years was a
challenge I accepted in faith. These last six years
have shown me the beauty of our Institute. I have
met many people whose lives are inspired by the
spirituality of the 5-5-5, people journeying to

Each one of our districts and regions are under God
our Father’s watchful gaze. How have we
developed? We have gone beyond the embryonic
state of the flower bulb, and even our growth is
proceeding well. But how are we blossoming, in our
gardens? Does the future appear bright? Does the
formation offered respond to the expectations of
the One who has wanted us to be where we set
down roots and are blossoming? It is in all friendship
that I leave this question for you to answer. µ

DECEASED
Alvarez Amada

wife of
Ferreira Francisco A.
Miches, Dominican Republic
April 3, 2004
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F ROM THE PEN OF F ATHER P ARENT

At m y a ge

by Father Louis-Marie Parent, o.m.i.

Dear Voluntas Dei,
At my age I feel the Father’s eye on me. I am happy about His attention and
His kindness for me. I am already enjoying the hundredfold promised; I
feel like a worthless vessel of clay containing the Lord and the affection of
the Trinity. And I dare say with the apostle Paul: “The life that I live now is
not my own; Christ is living in me” (Gal. 2:20).
It is impossible for me to feel more at peace and happier than I feel now.
God, the Good God, lets His Spirit flow through my being; my weaknesses
do not alienate me from him, quite the opposite: they only serve to highlight His loving gaze on
me. Death shall be for me a race to throw myself in the arms of Jesus, under the watchful gaze
of the Virgin who leads me to her Son and keeps me in the present moment, to keep me from
worrying. The administration of my spiritual life, entrusted to the Virgin, is
my security. Help me pray to her, my kind and loving mother.
Foundations are also a certain pledge of God’s love for me, and I
await everything He has in store for me for all eternity towards
which I am confidently hurrying.
Let us be united in prayer, and together let us let ourselves be
enveloped in the mercy of Mary and her Son Jesus. µ

Louis-Marie Parent, O.M.I.
Feast of Our Lady of the Rosary
October 7, 2004
Cap-de-la-Madeleine, Québec
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N EWS FROM HERE AND THERE
TH ERE
by Pierre Hubert

NDLR

This news comes from the Annual Report of each of the countries and regions identified below.

Canada

United States

The 150 members of the Canadian District are
present in 20 dioceses and are groups in 20 local
teams. Formation and renewal sessions are offered
throughout the year, in the fall, in February, at the
feast of the Annunciation, and at the
August Congress. Concerned about
reaching out to "youth", the council
has established an ad hoc
committee to study the question.
André CÔTÉ is the district director.

There are now six teams in the United States Region,
with a seventh team in the planning stage: this would
be a "virtual team" grouping together out-of-team
members distributed throughout the country. Vocation
ministry, too, is "connected:"
vocation information is readily
accessible via the internet. That is
where young people are found.
George F. HAZLER is Regional
Director; he is also president of the
United States Conference of Secular
Institutes.

Chile
A distinct region of the Institute since 2003, Chile’s
33 members are to be found in two dioceses. Each
team bears the characteristics of pastoral work
focused on the local Church, with subtle differences
related to the geography and human development
proper to each town, rural area,
forested or maritime region. Manuel
CORNEJO GARATE is director of
the Chile Region, and also sits on the
Institute’s central council.
Colombia
The 17 Voluntas members in Colombia are present in
two dioceses. Their objective: a study of the
Aspirant’s and the Probationer’s
Guides. Their witness of life is
focused on their living and
introducing others to the spirituality
and writings of our Founder. Alonso
de Jesus POSADA ECHEVERRY is
director the Colombia Region.
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Haiti
The one hundred and more members are grouped into
three sectors. Two sectors (South-East and West) are
rather well organized in terms of team
meetings. The third sector (at
Grand’Anse) functions under a major
handicap due to the great distances
separating members. There are two
projects being planned: opening a
college in
Bolosse,
and
the
construction of a house of philosophy
adjacent to one of our parish churches. Wilner FILSAIMÉ is the District Director.
India
The 250 members of the India Region are divided into
three sectors and comprise 15 teams,
located in 13 dioceses. In 2004-2005,
30 new candidates to the priesthood are
adding to the ranks of the institute.
Some of the seminarians are pursuing
studies outside their country (in Sri
Lanka, the Dominican Republic,
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Colombia). The Guides have been translated into
Malayalam. A building capable of housing all the
seminarians of the Institute shall be erected near the
Pontifical Seminary at Vellarappily. Director of the
India Region is Joseph THANNIKKOT VARIATH.
Dominican Republic
Of the newly-erected (January 2004) District’s 250
members, 80% are associate members. To promote
our spirituality, each parish celebrates
an "anniversary week" in the course of
which
we
commemorate
the
implanting of the Institute in that
place. As vocations are growing,
along with welcoming seminarians
from other countries, El Buen Pastor,

the house of formation, needs to be expanded. Pilar
Maximinio MATOS SANCHEZ is district director.
Sri Lanka
There are more than 80 members of the
Institute, in this country with a strong
Buddhist majority. The members are
grouped into 9 teams. Ravaged by 20
years of civil war, the houses of the
Institute are being rebuilt. The region
puts out a thrice-yearly publication, the Thiruvulam,
which is also used as a formation tool. 2004 marks the
Institute’s 40 years in Sri Lanka. A.R. Lloyd
SHANTIKUMAR is the director. He has recently
launched a mission in the Philippines (Manilla).

25 years of priesthood
John D. Bosco – India
John Campoli – United States
Vincent Therrien – Canada
25 years of marriage
Heriberto and Vidalina
Vidalina Batista ~ Dominican Republic
Gasper and Lissy Correya ~ India
Francisco and Paula Reyes ~ Dominican Republic
Juan and Genara Seberino ~ Dominican Republic
Malayadiama and Madarth Silvadas ~ India
Sneby and Mettilda Tharmayyan ~ India

The Présent Moment
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C ONGRESS OF THE WCSI

A n E c c le sia l E x p e r ie nc e
by Jacques Harvey

Allow me to tell you a bit about my experience, this past
summer when I attended to the Congress of the World
Conference of Secular Institutes. The convention was
held at the major seminary of Czestochowa, Poland,
near the famous Marian shrine of Jasna Gora with its
famous icon of the Black Madonna, which the Paulist
monks restored following the barbarian invasions
which had ransacked the shrine.
The convention theme was: “Secular
Institute, what do you say of yourself
to the youth of today?” The
conference had an attendance of
some 350 participants representing
several institutes from different
countries and speaking different
languages (there was simultaneous
translation in 7 languages). Following
an introductory report on a major
consultation that was held, workshops
were set up along linguistic lines, to
discuss the subject. With help from a
specialist on the question, we started
by looking at the sociological situation of young
people today. We then had workshops on the
relevance of the call from God which we heard and to
which we responded by joining our institute., to
determine whether the call still means anything today.
By highlighting the prophetic genius of our founders,
we asked whether our language or our prophetic
behaviour had any bearing on the world today. Are
we challenging the youth of today? What aspects of
secularity touches them? How do we make our
vocation and witness “attractive,” without diluting its
characteristics, etc.?

14

The Présent Moment

We wanted to work from concrete experience, so
we heard the testimony of five young members of
secular institutes from different countries talk to
us of their vocation and their work. Following a
theological report on the question and a plenary
session summarizing the workshops, we attempted
to discern directions. The timeliness of secular
institutes is to be found in the threefold love
which must be ours: love of God, of humankind,
and of the world. We must be witnesses
to holiness, to employ the expression of
Pope John Paul II. Our commitment in
the institute witnesses to the holiness of
daily living by making possible and
realizable God’s call to holiness. We
must be bearers of joy since it is one of
the fruits of the Spirit, and it helps us
view the world as something important.
Commitment in the midst of the
workplace brings the love of God to
human activity. Secular consecration
unites
the
natural
with
the
supernatural...
Throughout the week, in the seminary’s vast
chapel, the seminarians were there to help make
our celebrations both solemn and prayerful. They
also served at meals, which gave us the impression
of being really spoiled!
Our very enriching week came to an end with a
pilgrimage-like visit to Auschwitz Concentration
Camp, and an evening of prayer comprising an
act of consecration, at the Jasna Gora shrine. µ
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JURIDIC STATUS

Father François Hamel, Director General of the Voluntas Dei Secular Institute,
Considering the development of the process for finding a new juridic status
more suited to the actual reality of the Altagracia District in formation of the
Dominican Republic ;
Considering the growing number of members, due to the promotion of
vocations;
Considering the vitality of the sectors and teams;
After consultation of the Central Council of the Voluntas Dei Secular Institute at its
meeting of August 4, 5 and 6, 2003, resolution CC03-040, concerning the request of
the council of the district in formation Altagracia, for granting of a new juridic status,
Hereby decrees
THE CANONICAL ERECTION
as of January 17, 2004 of the
official erected district
ALTAGRACIA (DOMINICAN REPUBLIC)
with all the rights and privileges provided by the Constitutions (art. 189-200) of the
Voluntas Dei Secular Institute.

François Hamel, I.V.Dei
Director general

Given at Santo Domingo
January 17, 2004

The Présent Moment
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DOMINICAN REPUBLIC
Canonical Erection - Address
17 January 2004
“Puer natus est:” this hymn was on our lips, a few
days ago. “A child is born to us.” Today we could
rightly sing, “Districtus nobis datus est...” In
both instances there is cause for joy and
celebration. Every kind of birth brings with it
happiness and pride. So, be happy, be proud! You
are now the third officially erected district in
the history of the Institute founded in 1958.
We are celebrating this event along with Vicente
Burgos Sanchez’s ordination to the deaconate, in
the presence of His Eminence Nicolas Jesus
Cardinal Lopez Rodriguez, Archbishop of Santo
Domingo.
You have met the criteria required by the
common law which are our own Constitutions,
but is also important to point out how the
members of the Voluntas Dei Institute in this
country embody the charism and spirituality
which is ours as a secular institute: To be, in
the manner of the Virgin of the Annunciation,
the instrument of Christ carrying out the will
of the Father.
My first canonical visitation as director general
was to you. I wanted you to know how important
you are to me. Like all the other delegates at the
1998 Assembly General, we were very sorry that
the people of the Dominican Republic could not
obtain a Canadian visa. During this 1999 canonical
visitation I felt very strongly the impact of the
Virgin on your lives of faith. Witness to this is
the name you have given your district:
“Altagracia.”
Mary said yes to God’ s project for her. And you
can do as much. What I admire in you is that you
say yes to God, and this yes is a commitment
supported by a solid formation period. As a
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matter of fact, your district seems to me one of
those where the question of formation is taken
most seriously. There is initial formation as well
as ongoing formation. You use the formation
guides at your disposal, to help you with the initial
formation.
I would like to point out, here, how much I
appreciate the formation given our seminarians.
These young men attend the Catholic University
for their courses in philosophy and theology, and
this is good because they are in touch with other
seminarians with whom they will work in the
Church of tomorrow. And so, our seminarians are
like in training to become a part of the same
presbyterium with their fellow-seminarians,
around their bishop.
Besides, our seminarians are given an exceptional
formation in the spirituality of the 5-5-5, at the
Buen Pastor Residence. It is there that they
develop their identity as Voluntas Dei priests.
This identity is stamped with the special
spirituality which they share with our married and
celibate laymen:

Presence of God
Absence of complaint
Absence of criticism
Being of service
Being a peacemaker
Spirituality is a way of living a mystery we believe
in. For us of the Voluntas Dei Institute, this
mystery is God’ s incarnation on earth. However, it
is not alone that we live this spirituality, but
rather within a team. And this is another Voluntas
Dei characteristic: the member is never alone,
he/she belongs to a team. According to Father
Parent, our Founder: “We are only worth as much
as what we do for our team.”
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The Buen Pastor residence is unique in the
Institute, Since 1991 it has been the place of
residence for our future priests. There are now
16 young men, there. The house is adapted to
the needs of young people today who have heard
a call from the Lord and who want to respond
generously. The residence is an excellent place
for preparing young men to become true
shepherds, competent, and moved by holiness.
This was so evident to me that I suggested to
your district authorities to welcome young men
from other districts and
regions of the Institute,
for
formation.
I
encourage the rector,
Father Andrès Solano Sosa
and his team to pursue
their work of formation
and discernment in this
direction.
You
are
preparing in the present
moment a future which is
full of hope for the
Church. We witness this today in the person of
Vicente Burgos.
I also want to mention the minor seminary at
Hato Mayor del Rey, with its 12 young men. Since
1994 this residence has been the springboard to
El Buen Pastor residence. Young people of these
two houses, I encourage you to persevere in the
project with which God has inspired you. The
Church needs worthy young men of solid faith.
The Church needs holy priests to work in the
vineyard of the Lord.
And then there are all the couples who are
associated to the life of the Institute. The
Institute needs you, you are important to us.
Your presence in our midst brings to the priests
the added elements of experience and
consolation. The Christian family is the place and
space of freely-given love, and it is there that
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develops and grows the faith which parents share
with their children.
A long road has been walked since the arrival of
the first Voluntas Dei at the invitation of Bishop
Pepen Soliman of the diocese of N.S. de la
Altagracia, Higuey, in 1970. On September 19,
1971, Father Michel Laroche arrived, followed by
Fathers Roland Poitras, Paul Boulay, Jan Lacaille,
Léopold Duford, and René Désilets. These
Canadians believed with all their hearts that
secular consecration could
thrive in the Dominican
Republic. These men were
followed
by
native
Dominicans who wanted to
dedicate their lives to act
“in persona Christi,” that
is, in the person of Christ:
Alejandro,
Ramón,
Andrès, Pilar, Jacobo,
Dionicio, Pablo Daniel, and
Hector. We also have
deacons, among whom are Rafael, Frank Luis,
Ramon Aridio, and Anastacio. These priests and
deacons minister in five dioceses and nine
parishes. What a wonderful involvement in the
Church of the Dominican Republic!
I would not want to leave unmentioned the
wonderful work accomplished by the district
council. Since 1999, yours has been a 100%
Dominican council. I can assure you that the
Canadian missionaries are proud of you. I greet
Father Ramón and his council: they have guided
the destiny of the Dominican Republic Voluntas
Dei for the last four years. Theirs is no easy task,
but they have nonetheless succeeded. I
acknowledge in Father Ramón honesty and a hopefilled determination, Last year you elected a new
director, Father Maximinio Pilar Sanchez, and a
new council: the Spirit of wisdom and of
discernment will be present with them also.
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You

embody

secular

consecration,

in

your

country, but you are not alone in this, there are
also other secular institutes. And with them, in
chastity adapted to your celibate state or your
state as a married person, you remind the world
of the primacy of God. Our spirituality bears
this imprint of the presence of God. He is there,
walking with us on our day-to-day journeys.
Our consecration is lived in the context of
poverty, in other words, in sharing with others

what little we have. We must strive to see in God
our only treasure.
We must also live in a spirit of obedience,
listening to the Word of God and following His
Will unconditionally. The team, one’s brothers and
sisters in the Institute, and authority are there
to help us. µ

P. François Hamel, I.V.D.
Director General

Bishop Praises Work
of Oblate
and Voluntas Dei Communities

His Excellency Bishop Georges-Léon Pelletier, Bishop of Trois-Rivières,
celebrated Mass Sunday morning in the small chapel dedicated to Our Lady
of La Salette, on the occasion of the feast day celebrated annually.
Ceremonies had started Saturday evening when a group of pilgrims took part in a candlelight procession
from Notre-Dame-de-la-Paix Parish to the small chapel of La Salette.
In his sermon, the Bishop called on the pilgrims to open their missals every day to read and learn about a
small segment of the Church’s life, so as to truly be children of God and be more united to the very life of
Christ and the spirit of Mary, his most holy Mother.
He thanked Reverend Father L.-M. Parent, O.M.I. and the members of the Oblate Missionaries of Mary
Immaculate and Voluntas Dei Societies for the wonderful work they are accomplishing “in this small
corner of the earth which has been blessed by the Most Holy Virgin for a quarter of a century.”
He then enjoined the pilgrims, on this feast of Our Lady of La Salette – who is called “the weeping Virgin”
– to develop profound piety, the piety of Christians whose only ambition and obsession is to achieve
happiness with God.
In the afternoon the pilgrims joined in the outdoor Way of
the Cross on the chapel grounds. This was followed with
the blessing of the sick, benediction of the Blessed
Sacrament, and the blessing of automobiles. 
Le Nouvelliste, Monday, September 18, 1961
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ADDRESS OF FR. PILAR MAXIMINIO MATOS SANCHEZ
DIRECTOR OF ALTAGRACIA DISTRICT
ON THE OCCASION OF THE CANONICAL ERECTION
His Eminence Nicolás Cardinal López Rodríguez, Metropolitan Archbishop of Santo Domingo;
His Excellency Bishop Freddy Bretón Martínez, of the Diocese of Baní;
His Excellency Bishop Francisco Ozoria Acosta, of the Diocese of San Pedro de Macoris;
Very Reverend Father François Hamel, Director General of the Voluntas Dei Institute;
Dear Brother Priests;
Dear Deacons;
Distinguished Guests, Religious and Associates;
Esteemed Seminarians and Associate Members;
Friends and Visitors from near and far,
“The Lord has done great things for us and we are filled
with joy” (Psalm 125:2-3).
For us who think as Christians, it is no coincidence that
this celebration is so close to the feast of the Virgin of
Altagracia, in whose honour we have adopted the
name, “Altagracia District.” thirty-two years ago, when
Father René Désilets was director general of the
Institute, Father Michel Laroche was the first Voluntas
Dei priest to come to our country, arrived at Miches in
the diocese of Altagracia.
Since then and thanks to the persistent work of the
Canadian priests, we have witnessed a great
development. It is in continuity with their work that
today the Altagracia District in Formation is to become
a canonically erected district of the Institute. It is worth
mentioning that the Institute is divided geographically
into sectors, regions, districts in formation, and
officially erected districts. Article 204 of our
Constitutions mentions the points to be considered for
the canonical erection of a district:
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 the number of professed members and committed
Associate members with and without stability in the
Institute
 the number of sectors and teams
 hope for further development
 the possibility for self-financing
 the possibility for self-management
We are actually 248 members, distributed as follows;
Members in the strict sense:
Aspirants:
2
Probationers:
3
Professed:
9
Stability:
13
prior to Stability:
10
Associate Members:
Aspirants:
Committed:
Stability:
Celibate Laymen:
Professed:
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33
112
63
1
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We are actually present in five (5) dioceses, in the
Dominican Republic: Altagracia, San Pedro de Macorís,
Santo Domingo, Baní, and Puerto Plata. We minister in
nine (9) parishes and four (4) parish districts; we are in
charge of two (2) formation centres.
Taking this development into consideration, we
petitioned the central council of the Institute to erect
our district in formation as an official district, and the
request was granted. This step is a sign that we have
reached maturity, which means that the members of
the district must take on greater responsibility every
day.
All the growth so far is due to the work of the
Canadian missionaries who formed us and taught us,
and then handed the Institute over to us so that we
might continue to sow the seed further. Today we can
thank God because we can count on missionaries from
other countries; however, the authority today in our
district is composed of Dominicans, which had been
their desire.
At first we were only in the diocese of Altagracia, but
thanks to the invitation of H.E. Cardinal Nicolás de
Jesús López Rodríguez, we now have the charge of four
(4) parishes in the archdiocese of Santo Domingo as
well as El Buen Pastor formation centre where we have
trained our seminarians and have also collaborated in
the formation of seminarians from India, Haiti, and
Colombia. Today we witness the ordination of Vicente
Sánchez Burgos, the first seminarian from Cibao to be
ordained in our Institute. He opened the door to God’s
call so that other young men of this region continue to
answer the call to dedicate their lives to the Lord in our
Institute.
All of this is more than sufficient reason to thank God
and the Virgin Mary our Mother and Patroness.
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We also thank God for several people who were very
important to the life and development of the Institute and
our district in particular:
Father Louis-Marie Parent, our Founder who is also close
to us, who visited us on several occasions and who, for
reasons beyond his control, cannot be physically with us
today but who is present among us in a spiritual way.
Bishop Juan Félix Pepén, for having invited the Institute to
settle in his diocese from where we have spread out to
other parts of the country.
Cardinal Nicolás de Jesús López Rodríguez, for his
support, and for having generously accepted to preside
this celebration.
The Director General François Hamel who has always
shown interest in the life and development of our district.
As director general, ours was the first district he visited,
and he did so twice.
Father René Désilets who was the first director general
after our Founder. He was the one who sent Father Michel
Laroche, the first Voluntas Dei missionary in our country.
As a missionary, Father René has given more than twenty
years of service in the country, several times as district
director; he is presently director of administrative services
of the Institute, and is a constant support to our district.
Bishop Freddy Bretón Martínez and Bishop Francisco
Ozoria Acosta who are here today, and the other bishops
in the country who have welcomed us in their dioceses,
who cannot be here today but who have told us that they
would be united with us in prayer.
To all of you, special guests who have come from Haiti,
Canada, and other parts of our country, we thank you for
being with us on this unforgettable day in our district. µ
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T HE V I R G I N OF AL T AG R AC I A
P R OT E C T OR OF T HE D OM I N I C AN P E OP L E

T

he picture of the Altagracia is
painted on canvass and dates to the
end of the seventeenth century.

In a document dated 1650 and written by the
Dominican religious Jeronimo de Alcocer, it is
said that the image was brought to Higüey by
the brothers Antonio and Alonso Trejo. On
the other hand, it appears well documented
that the Trejo brothers were already in
Higüey in 1514.
The Dominicans have a story generally called
“the legend of the Altagracia,” in different
versions that do not coincide in every detail,
but that do so regarding basics: The image of
the Altagracia was donated by al elderly
person in an almost miraculous way to a
father for his daughter, who was to take the
picture from the capital. The
image disappeared from the
house and reappeared in an
orange tree, from where it was
taken back to the house. This
happened
several
times:
disappearance from the house
and turning up in an orange tree.

Extremadura region where there are shrines
in her honour. The Trejo brothers are actually
from that region. Many people from there
took images of the Altagracia with them
wherever they traveled in the Latin American
continent. There are many chapels and
parishes dedicated to the Altagracia, and
whose origins are not connected with the
Higüey Altagracia.
The image at Higüey represents the Nativity,
but it can just as truly be said that it is a
representation of Mary’s divine maternity.
However, in the Higüey Nativity there seems
to
be a key declaration that Mary, the
Mother of God, is the foundation of all graces
received. This is the great theological
richness of the image of the Altagracia.

The people interpreted this as a
desire of the Virgin to have her
image placed in the parish
hermitage, and it was done. As
the number of pilgrims grew, a
bigger chapel was built and
dedicated in 1572 (the Old
Shrine). The actual basilica was
inaugurated
in
1971
and
consecrated in 1972.

From her throne in Higüey,
Mary establishes her reign
among us as the Altagracia, a
beautiful title indicating her
greatness and the source of
her glory. When in the divine
decrees the incarnation of the
Word of god was decreed, an
angel was sent unto Mary in
her
humble
abode
in
Nazareth, the angel greeted
her
with
words
never
addressed
to
any
other
creature, before or after:
“Rejoice, O highly favoured
one, the Lord is with you” (Luke 1:28).

Devotion to the Altagracia has been popular
in Spain for many centuries in the

The Dominican nation celebrates the feast of
the Altagracia on January 21. µ
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T IME L INE …

H i st o r i c a l O u t l i n e o f t h e A l t a g r a c i a D i st r i c t

by Pierre Marois, I.V.Dei

1971

Father Michel Laroche arrives in the Dominican Republic on September 19 to lay the
foundations of the Voluntas Dei Institute in that country. With a minimum knowledge of
Spanish, he is appointed on October 1, pastor of Miches.

1974

In February, Fr. Roland Poitras arrives at Miches, followed by Fr. Paul Boulay in September. It
is at that time that the first Voluntas Dei team is set up in the Dominican Republic. Father
Boulay is appointed pastor of Saint John Bosco parish at La Laguna de Nisibón.

1977

In February, Father Jean Lacaille joins the group. After spending a few months with Fr. Paul at
La Laguna he moves to Hato Mayor at the request of the then-bishop of Higüey, Bishop Hugo E.
Polanco Brito.

1978

In June, the first group of couples gathers together at Miches.

1979

In June, the first council in the Dominican Republic is formed, presided by Father Michel.

1980

In June, the Institute takes over the parish of Nuestra Señora del Pilar, at Sabana de la Mar. Fr.
Michel, who had been looking after the parish since December 1979, is appointed pastor.
Father Roland is appointed pastor of Miches.

1981

In April, Father René Désilets and Mr. Léopold Duford, a layman, arrive to reinforce the
presence of the Institute in the Dominican Republic. After several months at Hato Mayor, Father
René is appointed pastor of San José de El Valle Parish. Léopold goes to Sabana de la Mar to
work with Father Michel.
The first District Assembly is held November 3-4. Father René is appointed director of the
Altagracia District in formation.

1982

Father Paul goes on sabbatical leave, and Father René replaces him as pastor of Hato Mayor;
Father Jean Lacaille is appointed to replace Father René at San José de El Valle. The Institute
sends its first seminarians to the Higüey minor seminary.

1983

Father Roland returns to Canada, and Father Jean Lacaille replaces him as pastor at Miches.

1984

The district holds its second assembly. Father René is re-elected to a three-year term as
director. Father Paul returns from Colombia and is appointed pastor of San José de El Valle
parish.

22

The Présent Moment

 Volume 6 ~ number 1 ~ January 2005

1985

The Institute’s first major seminarians enter the Santa Domingo major seminary. In
September, the seminarian Serge Laroche arrives from Canada.

1986

In May Serge is ordained a deacon at Hato Mayor, and in June he is ordained a priest in
Canada. At his return he goes to Hato Mayor as assistant pastor and director of the Institute’s
seminarians.

1987

The district holds its third assembly at Sabana de la Mar. Father Jean Lacaille is elected to a
four-year term as director.

1988

Father Serge founds the parish of San Francisco Javier, at Herrera de Santo Domingo, while
remaining director of seminarians.

1989

Father Serge undertakes the first steps towards obtaining a plot of land at Herrera for an
eventual residence.

1990

Léopold is ordained permanent deacon. Father Michel and Léopold go to Herrera, Father Serge
is transferred to Miches, and Father Jean Lacaille is appointed pastor at Sabana de la Mar. Fr.
Xavier Ponnayyan and Aloysius Gabriel, a layman, arrive from India and are posted to Hato
Mayor, with Father René.
Construction on the new residence for seminarians begins at Herrera. Until then, the
seminarians resided at Santo Tomás de Aquino major seminary.

1991

The district holds its fourth assembly in the new residence at Herrera. Father René is elected
district director. In August, our major seminarians move into El Buen Pastor Residence at
Herrera, and Father Michel is appointed the first rector. The seminarian Joseph Thannikot
arrives from India.

1992

On June 6, the Institute’s first Dominican priest, Fr. Alejandro del Rosario is ordained at Hato
Mayor. He is appointed pastor at Herrera and director of El Buen Pastor. Father Michel returns
to Sabana de la Mar. Father Xavier is appointed pastor at Miches, and Aloysius follows him as
pastoral agent. Léopold helps out at El Buen Pastor, while Serge Laroche goes on sabbatical
leave.

1993

Father Serge is appointed pastor at El Valle. Father Paul Boulay, who worked a few years in the
diocese of Bani, is appointed pastor of Immaculate Conception parish at Villa Sombrero.

1995

On January 6, Rafael Mejía is ordained permanent deacon and seminarians Andres, Ramón, and
Joseph also receive the diaconate; they are ordained priests on June 3.
In July, the fifth district assembly is held at El Buen Pastor Residence.

1996

On June 12 two seminarians native of Miches, Dionicio Reyes González and Pilar Maximinio
Matos Sánchez, are ordained priests. Father Dionicio is appointed director of the newly-opened
minor seminary at Hato Mayor. Father Pilar is appointed assistant pastor at Hato Mayor and
chancellor of the diocese of San Pedro de Macoris.

1997

The seminarian Jacobo Payano Santana is ordained a priest May 31. Father Ducasse François
arrives from Haiti to help us and he is appointed assistant pastor at the parish of Nuestra
Señora de las Mercedes.
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1998

On June 12 Pablo Daniel Zorilla is ordained to the priesthood. Luc Jean-Marie arrives from Haiti
to begin his philosophy at our seminary.

1999

On June 29, Father Jacobo Payano is appointed pastor of San Pedro Apóstol parish in the
diocese of Puerto Plata. Seminarians Innasi and Thomson arrive from India and Robert
Dingman from Mexico. The sixth district assembly is held from July 5 to 9, with Fr. François
Hamel, the Director General, present. For the first time in the history pf the Institute, a council
formed exclusively with native Dominicans is elected; the new district director is Ramón
Antonio Araujo.

2000

Héctor Sánchez Díaz and Robert Dingman are ordained priests on June 25.

2001

30th ANNIVERSARY. Father Jean-Pierre Jaccius arrives from Haiti. Seminarians Antony Rebelo
of India and Alvaro Nelson Yepes of Colombia arrive to do their studies in theology.

2002

Three seminarians, Fredo Leslie André, Usnel Deshommes, and Fenel Baudeau arrive from Haiti
to pursue their studies in theology in Santo Domingo. Father Richmond Yves Gérald, also from
Haiti, comes to collaborate in pastoral ministry to the Haitian population in the diocese of
Altagracia.

2003

The seventh district assembly is held from July 28 to 31. Father Pilar Maximinio Matos Sánchez
is elected director. In December the Institute is given the pastoral care of Espíritu Santo parish
at Herrera, Santo Domingo.

2004

On January 17, in the presence of the director general, of Cardinal Nicolás de Jesus López
Rodriguez, Bishop Freddy Bretón Martínez and Bishop Francisco Ozoria Acosta, the Altagracia
district in formation becomes an officially erected district. Vicente Sánchez Burgos is ordained
deacon on that occasion. µ
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T ESTIMONIES

T he st o r y o f m y v o c a t io n
by Vicente Sánchez Burgos

“God calls whom he wants, when he
wants, and where he wants.” This very
simple statement – which I have
been hearing since I was a small child
could very well explain the story of
my vocation. However, in order to be
faithful to the succession of events
which are the warp and woof of my
vocation, I want to quote these words
which describe for us the will of God:

“God calls as he likes.”

Beginnings.
Beginnings. The first years of my life
were attached to the rural life. I was
born in a small country village in the
Cibao Region (Los Cacaos de Arenoso,
Duarte Province, Dominican Republic),
in a family of modest means but with
deep Christian roots. My mother was
a children’s catechist, and she guided
my first steps in the faith.
My primary education took place in
our village chapel, since there was no
school building. I did four years of
elementary school, there. I then had
to go to another school to continue
my studies. I had to walk
approximately 10 kilometers each
day, to attend school. This went on
until I finished high school.
First Signs of Vocation.
Vocation. When I was a
pre-adolescent our parish priest (who
visited our community once a month

for Mass) invited a few friends and
me to take part in a three-day
vocation session being held at the
diocesan seminary at Vega, about 120
kilometers away. The call of God was
there. However, I was filled with doubt
and fear much like Moses at Sinai
and I refused to accept this invitation.
It was due to the insistence of my
friends that I finally listened to God’s
call. Later we took part in two other
vocation sessions; at the end of the
last one two of my friends and I were
chosen for the minor seminary: they
accepted to go, but I refused. I still
wasn’t certain that God was calling
me to be a priest.
After my friends left for the seminary
I spent four years without ever
wondering whether God was calling
me to the priesthood. I tried to
concentrate on completing my high
school, leading the youth ministry in
my parish, and helping my father with
farm work. I wanted to be a
professional like an educator, a
competent lawyer, or a career military
person. But God had different plans
for me.
In 1995, Fr. Andrés Solano who was still
a seminarian and two other
seminarians of the Voluntas Dei
Institute were invited by one of my
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cousins who was an aspirant in the
Institute, to visit my community to
promote the Institute. They invited me
and other friends to a session on
vocations. They then invited to a
second and a third session which I
attend without any problem. That was
when I decided to join the Institute,
thanks to the insistence of my best
friend and of my cousin, both of
whom were joining.
First Years in Seminary.
Seminary. My first year
in seminary was a bit difficult: new
friends, new teachers, a new
atmosphere, a strict schedule, but it
was there that God shaped me
according to his will. The next two
years were decisive ones for my
vocation and this, for two basic
reasons: first, a deepening of my
knowledge and practice of the
spirituality of the 5-5-5, which helped
tremendously in my vocation
discernment. On the other hand, at
that time, my two best friends left the
seminary: those who had encouraged
me to enter the seminary were
leaving. Later I realized that the Lord
had used them as crutches to help
me advance, because I could not
walk in that direction by myself. When
I was finally able to do so, the Lord
took them away from me. The Lord’s
ways are mysterious!
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Final Years in Seminary.
Seminary. In the years
that followed I tried to live the
vocation discernment process with a
right intention by joyfully persevering
at each stage of incorporation in the
Institute and benefiting to the utmost
from the wonderful experience of

team life. On January 17, 2004, it was
with great joy and enthusiasm that I
received the deaconate. With greater
emotion and fuller commitment I was
ordained a priest July 17, 2004. I am
still convinced that this ministry is
beyond my strength and ability, but

not beyond those of THE ONE who has
called me.
I pray God for the light to know his will,
and the strength necessary to carry it
out. µ

MEMBERS OF THE CENTRAL COUNCIL
HAMEL, François, Director General
Ordained to the priesthood in 1986
Doctor in Canon Law (Strasbourg, France)
Teacher of Latin for over 25 years.
On staff at the Montreal Marriage Tribunal
Second term member of the World Conference of Secular
Institutes executive
François is beginning a second term as director general.
CHIASSON, Jean-Paul – Counsellor, Assistant
Director General
Ordained to the priesthood in 1967
Former director of the Canadian District
Formerly Canada Boy Scout chaplain and prison chaplain
Pastor in Montréal and, now, New Brunswick (Canada)
CORNEJO GARATE, Manuel – Counsellor
Ordained to the priesthood in 2001
Director of the Chile Region

Vice Chancellor, Diocese of Edmundston, New
Brunswick, Canada
On staff of Halifax Marriage Tribunal
Secretary-Treasurer, Atlantic Episcopal Conference of the
Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops
Second term as general counsellor; Second term as
secretary general
MONPAS, Paul-Alain – Counsellor, Director of
Administrative Services
Ordained to the priesthood in 1981
Former prison chaplain
Chaplain in the Canadian military since 1986
TURGEON, Fernand and JETTÉ, Raymonde –
Counsellors
Married in 1975
Raymonde is a retired school teacher.
Fernand is a parking lot attendant and union delegate.
They are parents of 3 children.

CRAIG, Michael J. – Counsellor
Ordained to the priesthood in 1972
Psychotherapist by profession
Second term on the Central Council
In charge of Anglophone African mission foundations
DUNSTAN, Selvaratnam James – Counsellor
Ordained to the priesthood in 1997
Master’s degree in Missiology, St. Paul University,
Ottawa, Canada
Director of Formation, Sri Lanka
GRÉGOIRE, Leo – Counsellor, Secretary General
Ordained to the priesthood in 1969
Licentiate in Canon Law, St. Paul University, Ottawa,
Canada
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Left to right : Selvaratnam James Dunstan, François Hamel, Michael J.
Craig, Jean-Paul Chiasson, Léo Grégoire, Fernande Jetté-Turgeon, Manuel
Cornejo, Paul-Alain Monpas, Fernand Turgeon
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W ITNESS OF THE P RESENT M OMENT

M y exp er ien ce at el B u en P as t o r Res id en ce
by Raúl Santos Peña Peguero, Second Year Theology

F

or years now I have been sharing my life in the Voluntas Dei Institute with non Dominicans from
other countries. This has given me the opportunity to experiment with a new way of living with
them a common experience, in a different context of life.

Because of this living together, the house of formation has seminarians from Haiti, Colombia, Cuba, and
India to whom I have had to adapt and coexist, while they, too, had to adapt to me and coexist with me.
This experience in living together in the Institute was in many ways beneficial. We were enriched by the
experience because it exposed us to their languages and several elements of their cultures. This gives us
the opportunity to get acquainted with a new culture, to get to know it, accept it, understand their way of
being, feeling, doing, etc., as well as with how they live in their own milieus, for example, at the religious
as well as social, economic, political, and ideological levels.
This also gives us some idea regarding what to expect if one day we go there as missionaries or to just
live there. Such living together is very important because it helps us realize that despite our cultural
differences we can still come together and share what we experience in our day-to-day experience. This
way of seeing gives us the feeling of preparing to live in one of these countries which logically different
from ours, and in different languages, too.
That is why we believe it a very positive thing that the seminary took the initiative of accepting
seminarians from outside the country with different cultures from ours, and to bring them together in the
same house of formation. Thanks to this initiative, we have learned from them the basics of their
languages, cultures, and ways of life of their native land. Because of this, I admit that we have learned a
lot from these seminarians, at every level.
They, too, have expressed that they were happy to live in our country, learn our language and, even
more, be part of our seminary here in the Dominican Republic. They came to share our culture, our way of
being, doing, etc., and life in common in our seminary. Seen from this angle, the seminary had a pact
with them and opened doors to them for formation and education.
I am rewarded in one way or another because I did not have any problem being part of their group,
accepting them as rational beings, and helping them adapt to the seminary. In this perspective, we have
tried to be generous and live in solidarity with one another, so that they would at no time feel rejected or
excluded from the rest of us. Unfortunately one can sometimes feel lonely and not appreciated by the
others, because one is of another culture.
That is why we have tried, since their arrival at the seminary and inasmuch as it was possible, to be with
them at difficult moments and allow them to develop at the seminary in such away that they see us not
only as fellow seminarians sharing a common roof but rather as friends at their side, open and available to
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help them when they are in need, whether we are relaxing or are tired, or taking the siesta, etc. generally
speaking, they have appreciated our humble disposition. Besides, we have tried to be to them as friendly
as possible. We have tried to be the place and source of God’s love by trying to live with them in unity and
fraternity. We have tried t develop permanent bonds of friendship uniting members of the same Institute
despite the diversity of cultures.
Finally, welcoming seminarians from other countries has always been a positive experience because
people coming from other countries generally have the sensation, idea, or feeling that we reject them,
because they believe that they cannot coexist with us and that they are unable to help us in any way. That
is why we have placed ourselves at their service, so that they not feel excluded or rejected by us, but that
they find among us a fraternal welcome and realize that we love them and count on them, in our house of
µ
formation.

Hector J. Sanchez Diaz,
Dominican Republic
March 20, 2004

Julio Cesar Gomez Veras,
Dominican Republic
July 29, 2004

« Keep in your hearts the apostolic stimulus
which is the same as the Holy Spirit’s,
and which transforms everything in its wake. »
Father Louis-Marie Parent, o.m.i.

